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AGENDA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING 

April 2, 2026 at 4:00 PM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 a. Invocation 

 b. Pledge of Allegiance 

 c. Roll Call 

 d. Meeting Purpose Disclosure  
The purpose of the Historic Preservation Board is to steward the architecture of properties in our 
City's historic districts by applying the guidelines of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for 
Historic Preservation. 

 e. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication 
 
 

 f. Oath of Office — Mark Turnbow 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Approve the March 05,2026 Minutes 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
    

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 a. Case No.: HPB 25-29 – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church: Request for a National Register eligibility 
compliance report 
Address: 809 St. Johns Ave., Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0630-0040 

 b. 
Case No.: HPB 26-08 – 417 Kirby St.: Request for approval of additions and exterior maintenance 
improvements, including sheds, ADA ramps, tile work, painting, and concrete repair. 
Address: 417 Kirby St., Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0450-0030 
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5. OTHER BUSINESS 

6. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

7. STAFF COMMENTS 

8. ADJOURN 
  

Notices:  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board may, within 15 days thereafter, apply to the 
City Commission for a review of the Board's decision.  Such application must be filed with the City 
Manager in writing.  Objections by property owners to National Register nomination(s) must be 
notarized to be included in the record. Section 54-4-74, Palatka Municipal Code. 
 
Any person wishing to appeal any decision made by the Historic Preservation Board with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose 
may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, at the applicant’s expense, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  FS 286.105. 
  
Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations in order to participate in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 386-329-0100 at least 24 hours in advance to request 
accommodations. 
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Oath of Office — Mark Turnbow  

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: April 2, 2026 
TO: City of Palatka Historic Preservation Board 
FROM: City Staff 
 
APPLICATION REQUEST 
Mr. Turnbow has submitted an application to serve on the Historic Preservation Board.  
The City Commission approved his appointment at its February meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
The City Clerk will administer the oath of office. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
1. Oath of office Mark Turnbow 
2. Board Application Mark Turnbow 
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OATH OF OFFICE 

I, Mark Turnbow, a Historic Preservation Board appointee of the Palatka 

City Commission, do solemnly swear or affirm I will faithfully perform the duties of my 

appointed office, and will support and honor to the best of my ability all applicable laws of 

the State of Florida, Putnam County and the City of Palatka. I hereby through this oath 

affirm that I will perform the duties of this public trust in a fair, equitable and ethical 

manner befitting the dignity and responsibilities of the office.  

 

________________________________________  
Mark Turnbow 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF PUTNAM 

Sworn to (or affirmed) and subscribed before me by means of [X] physical presence or 

[_ ] online notarization, this 2nd  day of April, 2026  by Mark Turnbow. 

 

________________________________________  
Notary Public 

 
Personally Known ______ or Produced Identification _______ 
Type of Identification Produced________________________________ 

 

Term: 02/12/2026 - 02/12/2029 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD  
MINUTES 

CITY OF PALATKA 
March 5, 2026 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by the Chair at 4:00 PM. 
  a. Invocation 
Led by Chaplin Mulberry. 
  b. Pledge of Allegiance 
Led by Chris Hollister. 
  c. Roll Call 
Present:  
Christopher Hollister 
Patti Vogt 
Elizabeth van Rensburg 
Megan Beville 
  

Absent:  
Breanna Pierce 
Timothy Jefferson 
 

Also Present: Lorenzo Aghemo, Planning Director; Alex Romero, Planning Clerk; Jane West, City 
Attorney; Renee’ Brown, Planner I; Present via telecommunications technology: Alonzo Mulberry, City 
Chaplain; Allegra Kitchens, Former Commissioner; Bob Morgan, Citizen of the North Historic District  
  d. The purpose of the Historic Preservation Board is to steward the architecture of properties in 

our city’s historic districts by applying the guidelines of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards 
for Historic Preservation.  

  e. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication 
 

No ex parte communications were disclosed. Appeals procedure explained for public record. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
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  a. Approve Minutes January 8, 2026  
Motion to approve January 8, 2026, minutes by Ms. Beville. Seconded by Ms. Vogt. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
  

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS Floor was opened to public comment. None were heard. 

4. NEW BUSINESS  
  a. HPB Case 26-06: The Florida Department of Transportation Sign (After the Fact)  

Owners: City of Palatka 
Address: 110 Madison St. Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel No. 42-10-27-6850-0060-0122 
  

HPB Case 26-06 – After-the-Fact Certificate of Appropriateness for Sign at 110 Madison Street. 
 

Ms. Renee’ Brown, Planner I, presented a request for an after-the-fact Certificate of Appropriateness for a 
Florida Department of Transportation sign installed at 110 Madison Street within the North Historic 
District, in front of the Bronson Mulholland House. Ms. Brown explained that the sign was installed as 
part of the America 250 Florida Road Trip program and was placed without prior review by the Historic 
Preservation Board. She further advised that the sign is metal with red, white, and blue graphics and that 
the installation required Board approval due to its location within the historic district. 

Mr. Hollister inquired as to the rationale for locating the sign within the North Historic District. Mr. 
Aghemo, Planning Director, provided additional context regarding the placement, explaining that the 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) had coordinated directly with the City’s Public Works 
Department to determine the location of the sign. 
 
Board deliberation focused on the sign’s appropriateness within the historic district and its visual impact 
on the surrounding resources. Members noted it was part of a statewide program but expressed concern 
that its placement detracted from the district’s character and discussed relocating it outside the district. 

Floor was opened for public comment.  

Allegra Kitchens expressed concern regarding the placement of the sign within the historic district, stating 
that it was incompatible with the historic character of the area and suggesting that it be relocated to an 
alternative location outside the district or on private property. 

Mr. Bob Morgan, a resident of the North Historic District, spoke in opposition to the sign. 

Public comment was closed. 

Motion to Deny COA by Mr. Hollister. Seconded by Ms. Beville. Motion passed unanimously. 
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  b. HPB Case 26-07: Add Porch Railing, Fence, Post Lantern, Repair gutters 
and Paint. 
Address: 516 North 4th St. Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel No. 42-10-27-6850-0200-0041 
  

HPB Case 26-07 – Certificate of Appropriateness for Exterior Improvements at 516 North 4th Street. 
 

Ms. Renee’ Brown, Planner I, presented a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior 
improvements at 516 North 4th Street within the North Historic District. Ms. Brown explained that the 
structure is identified in the Florida Master Site File as a contributing Colonial Revival residence 
constructed between 1909 and 1915. The proposed improvements included installation of front porch 
railings, a post-mounted lantern, replacement of gutters, installation of fencing, and exterior repainting. 

The applicant, Ms. Selina Gavin, addressed the Board and stated her intent to restore and maintain the 
historic character of the home. Ms. Gavin described the proposed improvements, noting that materials and 
design elements were selected to be consistent with the architectural style of the structure and surrounding 
district. 

Public comment was opened; none were heard. Public comment was closed. 

Mr. Hollister disclosed that he has previously worked on this property but stated on the record that he will 
not be involved with the proposed improvements. 

Board discussion followed. Members expressed support for the proposed improvements and found them 
to be consistent with the character of the structure and surrounding district. Clarification was provided 
regarding materials, including the use of wood railings, wood fencing, copper gutters, and a historically 
styled light fixture. 

Motion to approve COA by Ms. Vogt. Seconded by Ms. Beville. Motion passed unanimously. 
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS  

6. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  

Board Member Patti Vogt initiated discussion regarding the need for updates to the City’s historic 
preservation ordinances and the Board’s limited ability to enforce standards within the historic 
districts. Concerns were raised regarding the lack of regulations addressing non-historic features and 
the need for clearer guidance and enforcement mechanisms. 

Chair Elizabeth van Rensburg supported the discussion and suggested that a workshop be held to 
allow the Board to identify and evaluate potential ordinance amendments.  

Additional topics discussed included enforcement of Certificates of Appropriateness, consistency in 
decision-making, and overall preservation standards within the historic districts. 

Mr. Aghemo, Planning Director advised that any proposed regulatory changes must be reviewed in 
accordance with Florida Senate Bill 180, which may limit the City’s ability to adopt more restrictive 
regulations. Ms. West recommended that Board Members submit proposed topics for review so that 
a comprehensive analysis can be prepared. 
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Consensus was reached to direct staff to coordinate the collection of proposed ordinance topics from 
Board Members for future discussion and potential workshop scheduling. 
 

7. STAFF COMMENTS  

8. ADJOURN  
 
Motion to adjourn by Mr. Hollister. Meeting adjourned at 4:57 
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Case#:  HPB 25-29 

Address:  809 St. Johns Ave., Palatka, FL 32177 

Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0630-0040 

Applicant:         Rev. Jon Davis, PhD and Mrs. Dianne C. Taylor Ed.D. 

 

 

HPB Date: April 2, 2026 

 
 
  
 
 
 
A. Application Summary 

 
I. General 

Project Name:   St. Mary’s Episcopal Church   

Request:                          St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, a local historic structure, requests a report of 
compliance in meeting the eligibility criteria for the National Register of 
Historic Places.   

 
Acres:   0.34  

Location:                            809 St. Johns Ave.  

Project Manager:           Renee’ Brown Planner 1 

Owner:                  Episcopal Church in Diocese of Florida, Inc.    

Agent:                                  Mrs. Dianne C. Taylor, Ed.D.  

   

II. Background  

 
The St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is located at 809 St. Johns Ave. It was 
constructed in 1883-1884 for African Americans who settled and developed the 
post-Civil War Palatka suburb setting of Newtown, west of the original settlement.  

 
It’s an excellent, locally significant example of Carpenter Gothic Architecture in 
Carpenter Gothic design. It’s one of Florida’s oldest traditionally African American 
wooden churches of any denomination, the most unique because it remains in use.  
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                                      Figure 1: 809 St. Johns Ave. St. Mary’s Episcopal Church location map. 

 

III. Analysis 

According to the National Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C. 302504), the 
Historic Preservation Board, after reasonable opportunity for public comment, 
shall prepare a report as to whether or not St. Mary’s Episcopal Church meets 
the eligibility criteria. 

 

IV. Proposed Findings of Fact 

• Mrs. Dianne C. Taylor, Ed.D. has submitted, on behalf of the Episcopal 
Church in Dioses of Florida, Inc., a completed application to the National 
Register of Historic Places for the designation of the St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church. 

• On November 6th, 2025, the Historic Preservation Board agreed to support 
the nomination of St. Mary’s Church for the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

• On December 11th, 2025, the City Commission had approved resolution R-25-
177, supporting and endorsing the nomination of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church to 
be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 

 

SUBJECT 

PROPERTY 
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St. Mary’s Church enterior. 
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St. Mary’s Church Altar. 
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               Front of St. Mary’s Church. 
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    Back of St. Mary’s Church. 
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Case#:  HPB 26-08 

Address:  417 Kirby St., Palatka, FL 32177 

Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0450-0030 

Applicant:         James and Maureen Decker 

 

 

HPB Date: April 2nd, 2026 

 
A. Application Summary 

 
I. General 

Project Name:       Certificate of Appropriateness   

Request:                  Additions; 2 sheds, ADA ramps on side of front porch and back porch   
stairs, also add tile on front step risers. 
Maintenance; Paint exterior of house & sheds to match, and repair 
concrete on front walkway. 

      
Acres:   0.26  

Location:                 417 Kirby St.  

Project Manager:    Renee’ Brown  

Owner:             James and Maureen Decker    

Agent:             N/A 

   

II. Background  
   

The subject 0.26-acre parcel is located in the South Historic District. The structure is a 
Frame Vernacular style residence built in 1925. Attractive two-story house with a large 
front porch. Detailing of porch and roof brackets raises the detail and the character of 
this house to make it a major contributor to the district. 

The applicant wishes to add; One 8’x10’ and one 8’x16’ sheds, both painted to match 
the house, ADA ramps on the side of front porch and back entrance over existing stairs, 
and tile to the front porch stair risers. 

Regular maintenance includes exterior painting the sheds and the house, to match. The 
body Dapper Tan and the trim Billard Green. Also resurface the concrete walkway to the 
front stairs. 
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                          Figure 1: 417 Kirby St. Location map. 

 

 

III. Analysis 

      The Historic Preservation Board is to determine if the additions and maintenance 
being proposed are consistent with the location of the structure in the South 
Historic District. 
1. 2 sheds. 
2. ADA ramps over front porch side stairs and back stairs. 
3. Tile on risers of front stairs. 
4. Exterior body and trim painted along with new sheds to match. 
5. Resurface front walkway to stairs. 

 
 

 

SUBJECT 

PROPERTY 
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IV. Proposed Findings of Fact 

• The application for a Certificate of Appropriateness has been deemed 
sufficient. 

• The request for the Certificate of Appropriateness has been fully considered with 
this public hearing, with legal notice duly published, and the subject property 
noticed as required by law. 

 
 
 

 
                
            Figure 2: Current picture of structure.     
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Figure 3: Placement of the sheds. 

 

 
Figure 4: Metal Sheds not painted – 1st 8x10 & 2nd 8x16                  
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Figure 5: Interior of shed. 
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Figure 6: Shed specifications. 
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Figure 7: Ramp on front porch side stairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 30 of 65



 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Ramp over back stairs. 

Page 31 of 65



   Trim Billard Green. 

 
 
 

   Body Dapper Tan. 
Figure 9: Paint colors. 
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Figure 10: Resurface front walkway. 
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Figure 11: AI image of tile on front step risers. 
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Inst. Number: 201354781211 Book: 1359 Page: 1090 Date: 9/23/2013 Time: 3:53:02 PM Page 1 of 2
Tim Smith Clerk of Courts, Putnam County, Florida

THIS INSTRUMENT PREPARED BY AND RETURN TО:

Joyce C. Norris

Guaranty Title Company of Palatka

213 North 4th Street

Palatka, Florida, 32177

Inst:201354781211 Date:9/23/2013 Time:3:53 PM

Doc Stamp-Deed:966.00
yoc Stamp-Deed 96
CA DC,  Tim Smith,  Putnam County Page 1 of 2 B:1359 P:1090

Property Appraisers Parcel Identification (Folio) Numbers: 42-10-27-6850-0450-0030

Space Above This Line For Recording Data

THIS WARRANTY DEED, made the 20th day of September, 2013 by Amanda M. Winters, a married woman,
joined by her husband Patrick Lee Ditto, whose post office address is 417 Kirby Street, Palatka, FL 32177 herein
called the grantor, to James J. Decker and Maureen C. Decker, husband and wife, whose post office address is 3720 SE

Bowsprit Ct., Stuart, FL 34997, hereinafter called the Grantees:

(Wherever used herein the terms "grantor" and "grantee" include all the parties to this instrument and the heirs, legal representatives
and assigns of individuals, and the successors and assigns of  corporations)

WITNESSETH: That the grantor, for and in consideration of the sum of TEN AND 00/100'S ($10.00) Dollars and
other valuable considerations, receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hereby grants, bargains, sells, aliens, remises,

releases, conveys and confirms unto the grantee all that certain land situate in PUTNAM County, State of Florida, viz.:

SEE EXHIBIT “A” ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF.

Subject to easements, restrictions and reservations of record and taxes for the year 2013 and thereafter.

TOGETHER, with all the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances thereto belonging or in anywise appertaining.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, the same in fee simple forever.

AND, the grantor hereby covenants with said grantees that the grantor is lawfully seized of said land in fee simple; that the

grantor has good right and lawful authority to sell and convey said land, and hereby warrants the title to said land and will
defend the same against the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever; and that said land is free of  all encumbrances, except
taxes accruing subsequent to December 31, 2012.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said grantor has signed and sealed these presents the day and year first above written.

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Joyce C. Nanis
Witness #1 Signature

Jouce C-Norri's
Witness #1 Printed Name

Battary y.  Smitt
Witness #2 Signature

Beittany I Smithh
Witness #2 Printed Name

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF PUTNAM

Amanda M. Winters

Patrick Lee Ditto

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 20th day of September, 2013 by Amanda
Winters and Patrick Lee Ditto who are personally known to me or have produced FL Driver's Licenses

identification.

SEAL

NOTAR

JOYCE C NORRIS
COMMISSION # FF 28282

EXPIRES July 26, 2017

BONDED THROUGH
RL INSURANCE COMPANY

My Commission Expires:

Joyce C. Naris
Notary Pubfic

Joyce C. Norri's
Printed Notary Name

M.

as

File No: 12508
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James and Maureen Decker
417 Kirby St.

Palatka FL. 32177

Parcel # 0450-0030
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Requesting 
approval for 

COA 
417 Kirby St.

Placement of small 8’ X 10’ & 8’ X16’ 
portable storage units.

ADA Code Compliant access ramps.

Improve street appearance of front 
access walkway and step risers.
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Side house 
view from 
Kirby St. 
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• Kirby Street front view 
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Kirby Street 
Straight on 
view
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END
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Informational Update – Central Business District National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)  

STAFF REPORT 
 
DATE: April 2, 2026 
TO: City of Palatka Historic Preservation Board 
FROM: City Staff 
 
APPLICATION REQUEST 
Staff presentation regarding the potential eligibility of the Central Business District for listing in 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), including discussion of next steps. No formal 
action is requested; staff is seeking feedback and general support for advancing the initiative. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City of Palatka has undertaken several historic documentation efforts in recent years, 
including the completion of the 2023 Historic Resources Survey and the preparation of 
Preliminary Site Information Questionnaires (PSIQs) for individual structures. 
Based on this information, the Florida Bureau of Historic Preservation has determined that the 
Central Business District appears to be potentially eligible for individual listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
The National Register is currently conducting additional research to establish defensible district 
boundaries that accurately reflect the concentration of significant historic resources within the 
Central Business District. These boundaries are anticipated to extend beyond those initially 
identified in the PSIQ and must also account for their relationship to the adjacent North and 
South Historic Districts, including potential overlap. 
 
This additional review is intended to ensure that the proposed district boundaries are well-
supported and consistent with National Register criteria. 
Upon completion of this boundary analysis, the next step in the process will be the preparation 
of a National Register Registration Form. This document formally outlines the district’s 
historical significance, contributing resources, and justification for listing. 
  
Designation in the National Register would provide formal recognition of the historic character 
of the downtown core, support ongoing preservation planning efforts, and enhance eligibility 
for certain preservation-related funding opportunities. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
This item is presented for informational purposes only. Staff recommends that the Historic 
Preservation Board provide feedback and indicate general support for continuing to advance 
this initiative, with the intent of bringing a future item forward to the City Commission. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
None 
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