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AGENDA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING 

May 7, 2026 at 4:00 PM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 a. Invocation 

 b. Pledge of Allegiance 

 c. Roll Call 

 d. Meeting Purpose Disclosure  
The purpose of the Historic Preservation Board is to steward the architecture of properties in our 
City's historic districts by applying the guidelines of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for 
Historic Preservation. 

 e. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication 
Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board may, within 15 days thereafter, apply to the City 
Commission for a review of the Board's decision.  Such application must be filed with the City 
Manager in writing.   
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Approve April 2, 2026, Minutes 

3. PRESENTATIONS 

 a. Sunshine Law Presentation – City Attorney (Informational Only; No Action Requested) 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
    

 

 a. Public Comments — (Speakers limited to three minutes — no action taken on items) 
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5. NEW BUSINESS 

 a. HPB Case 25-08: Request a Certificate of Appropriateness for railing addition.  
Owner: Mindy Botocan 
Address: 324 Emmett St. Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel No. 42-10-27-6850-0450-0101 

 b. HPB Case 26-17 Request for improvements to single-family residence 
Owner: Natasha Durham + Bryan Walker (JTRS) 
Address: 311 N 4th Street 
Parcel No.: 42-10-27-6850-0170-0021 
 
 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

7. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

8. STAFF COMMENTS 

9. ADJOURN 
  

Notices:  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board may, within 15 days thereafter, apply to the 
City Commission for a review of the Board's decision.  Such application must be filed with the City 
Manager in writing.  Objections by property owners to National Register nomination(s) must be 
notarized to be included in the record. Section 54-4-74, Palatka Municipal Code. 
 
Any person wishing to appeal any decision made by the Historic Preservation Board with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose 
may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, at the applicant’s expense, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  FS 286.105. 
  
Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations in order to participate in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 386-329-0100 at least 24 hours in advance to request 
accommodations. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD 
MINUTES 

CITY OF PALATKA 
April 2, 2026 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
  a. Invocation 
Invocation Led by Pastor Mulberry. 
  b. Pledge of Allegiance 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Pierce. 
  c. Roll Call 
Present:  
Christopher Hollister 
Patti Vogt 
Elizabeth van Rensburg 
Breanna Pierce 
Megan Beville 
Mark Turnbow  

Absent:  
Timothy Jefferson 
  

Also Present: Alex Romero, Planning Clerk; Jane West, City Attorney; Nicole Auth, CRA Coordinator; 
Karen Hayes, City Clerk; Renee’ Brown, Planner I; Present via telecommunications technology: Alonzo 
Mulberry, City Chaplain; Allegra Kitchens, Former Commissioner; James and Maureen Decker, 
Applicants. 
 
  d. Meeting Purpose Disclosure  
Meeting Purpose Disclosure was read unto the record.   
  e. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication 

 
The appeal procedures were read by the Chair and time was allotted for ex parte disclosures. 
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  f. Oath of Office — Mark Turnbow 
The oath of office was administered by Karen Hayes, City Clerk. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
  a. Approve March 05, 2026, Minutes  
Motion to approve March 5, 2026, meeting minutes was made by Mr. Hollister and seconded by 
Ms. Vogt. The motion carried unanimously. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS The floor was opened to public comment. Upon hearing nothing further, 
the floor was closed to public comment. 

4. NEW BUSINESS  
  a. Case No.: HPB 25-29 – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church: Request for a National Register 

eligibility compliance report 
Address: 809 St. Johns Ave., Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0630-0040  

Ms. Renee' Brown, Planner I, presented a request for a report from the Historic Preservation Board 
confirming compliance with criteria for listing St. Mary’s Episcopal Church on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The property is located at 809 St. Johns Avenue within the Downtown Business District 
and is owned by the Episcopal Diocese of Florida. 
Ms. Brown advised that the Planning Department, Historic Preservation Board, and community are 
aware of the designation, that the property has been determined eligible, and that documentation is 
complete for submission to the State. Ms. Brown further requested permission to transmit the report to 
the State. 
Board discussion occurred confirming awareness of the designation and that eligibility and 
documentation requirements had been satisfied. Staff confirmed coordination with the applicant and that 
no additional information remained outstanding. 
The floor was opened for public comment. None heard the floor was closed for public comment. The 
Board acknowledged the report and indicated support for transmittal. 
No formal motion was required; the Board provided consensus support. 
  b. Case No.: HPB 26-08 – 417 Kirby St.: Request for approval of additions and exterior 

maintenance improvements, including sheds, ADA ramps, tile work, painting, and 
concrete repair. 
Address: 417 Kirby St., Palatka, FL 32177 
Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0450-0030  

Ms. Renee Brown, Planner I, presented a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for additions and 
exterior maintenance improvements at 417 Kirby Street, including installation of storage sheds, ADA 
ramps, tile work, exterior painting, and resurfacing of walkways and stairs. 
The applicant, Mr. James Decker, appeared before the Board and provided an overview of the proposed 
improvements, stating that the intent is to maintain the historic character of the property. Mr. Decker 
advised that the proposed sheds would be painted to match the existing garage, would be non-permanent 
in nature, and would be placed to minimize visibility from the public right-of-way. The applicant further 
stated that ADA ramps would be constructed in a manner that preserves existing stairs and avoids 
alteration to historic materials. 
Board discussion focused on the proposed storage sheds, including prior approvals of similar structures, 
their compatibility within the historic district, and whether additional design treatments such as 
architectural detailing or screening should be required to improve visual integration. Members noted 
concerns regarding the appearance of metal sheds but acknowledged that such structures are not 
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prohibited by code and have been approved in prior cases. Jane West, City Attorney advised that 
conditions related to appearance and finish could be applied; however, denial without a clear basis in 
code could be subject to appeal. 
Discussion also addressed the placement and visibility of the sheds, with consideration given to their 
location behind the primary structure and limited visibility from the public right-of-way. Additional 
discussion occurred regarding maintenance considerations and material choices. 
The Board further required that ADA ramps be constructed in a reversible manner so as not to damage 
historic materials, consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
 
A motion was made to approve the installation of storage sheds with the condition that they match 
the color of the existing garage by Ms. Vogt, seconded by Ms. Pierce. The motion carried, with Ms. 
Beville voting in opposition. 
 
A motion to approve the ADA ramps was made by Ms. Beville, seconded by Ms. Vogt. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve the tile installation on the front stair risers as presented by Ms. 
Pierce, seconded by Ms. Vogt. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve exterior painting of the structure and sheds to match existing 
approved colors by Mr. Hollister, seconded by Ms. Beville. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve resurfacing of the walkways and stairs by Ms. Vogt, seconded by 
Ms. Beville. The motion carried unanimously. 

5. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS  

6. STAFF COMMENTS  
  a.  

Informational Update – Central Business District National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) 
 
Ms. Nicole Auth, CRA Coordinator, presented an informational update regarding the potential 
eligibility of the Central Business District for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. She advised that the City has completed recent historic documentation efforts, 
including a 2023 Historic Resources Survey, and that the Florida Bureau of Historic 
Preservation has indicated the area may be eligible for listing. 
 
Nicole further clarified that the next steps include presentation to the Community 
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Board and the City Commission, as well as further analysis to 
determine appropriate district boundaries. It was noted that designation could result in 
additional review requirements for properties within the district. 
 
A motion was made to express support for the proposed initiative by Vice Chair Pierce, 
seconded by Ms. Vogt, The motion carried, with Ms. Beville voting in opposition.   

7. ADJOURN  
Motion to Adjourn 4:50 PM  

Page 5 of 42



 

 

 
 

   

 

Page 6 of 42



 

Case#: HPB 25-08

Address: 324 Emmett St., Palatka, FL 32177

Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0450-0101

Applicant:         Mindy Botocan

Staff Report HPB Date: May 7, 2026

 
A. Application Summary 

 
I. General 

Project Name:       Certificate of Appropriateness   

Request:                 Addition of a lower porch railing and front stairs handrail.  
 
      
Acres:   0.19  

Location:                 324 Emmett St.  

Project Manager:    Renee’ Brown  

Owner:             Mindy Botocan    

Agent:             N/A 

   

II. Background  
   

The subject parcel is located in the South Historic District. The structure is a Frame 
Vernacular style residence built between 1909 and 1915. Picturesque massing, pavilion 
roof with frontal dormer suggests Colonial Revival influences. This is a large residential 
structure which makes a contribution to the South Historic District. 

The applicant wishes to add; Railings on the lower porch to match the upper porch and 
handrail to front steps. 

The applicant has received a Certificate of Appropriateness for regular maintenance to 
be executed on the property for the following; 

1. Repair the flooring on the upper and lower porches. 
2. Stain porch floors and front door Golden Oak. 
3. Repair fence with pine wood, stained Red Mahogany. 
4. Replace lattice with wood lattice. 
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5. Paint lattice, trim, and columns Ultra-Pure White. 
6. Paint body of structure Admiral Blue. 

    

                          Figure 1: 324 Emmett St. Location map. 

 

III. Analysis 

      The Historic Preservation Board must determine if the additions being proposed 
are consistent with the location of the structure in the South Historic District. 
1. Add lower front porch wood railing painted white. 
2. Add front stairs wood railing painted white. 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT

PROPERTY
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IV. Proposed Findings of Fact 

• The application for a Certificate of Appropriateness has been deemed 
sufficient. 

• The request for the Certificate of Appropriateness has been fully considered with 
this public hearing, with legal notice duly published, and the subject property 
noticed as required by law. 
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Figure 2: Current photos of house railings, stairs, and porches. 
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Figure 3: Proposed Pine railing for lower porch and stairs. 
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              Figure 4: Ultra-White paint for railings. 
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Figure 5: AI rendering of completed construction. 
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Case#:  HPB 26-17 

Address:  311 N 4th Street 

Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0170-0021 

Applicant:  Ms. Natasha Durham 

 

 

Meeting Date:  May 7, 2026 

 
A. Application Summary 

I. General 

Project Name:  311 N 4th Street, Palatka Florida - North Historic District 

Request:  Certificate of Appropriateness for Improvements to Single-family Residence  
and Property 
 

Parcel#:   42-10-27-6850-0170-0021 

Acres:   0.12 

Location: 311 N 4th Street 

Project Manager: Ryan Mickles, Planner 

Owner:  Natasha Durham + Bryan Walker (JTRS) 

Agent:   N/A 

II. Background 

 

The applicants, who are the property owners, are requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
improvements to their residence and property located in the City of Palatka North Historic District.  
Per §54-78 of the municipal code, a Certificate of Appropriateness is required to erect, construct or 
alter a structure or sign located or to be located in a historic district. 

A single-family residential dwelling exists on the property, located in the middle-to-rear of the lot.  
The Florida Master Site File (FMSF) has the house constructed between 1887 - 1892, a period 
exhibiting a Greek portico entrance. File records within the City Planning Department show that a 
Certificate of Appropriateness was obtained in January 2022 to update the electrical system, work 
on the front porch, replace kitchen cabinets, and paint the exterior of the residence (light blue with 
white trim paint). A second Certificate of Appropriateness was obtained in February 2023 for the 
replacement of an existing metal roof with a new metal roof.  The third and last Certificate of 
Appropriateness was obtained in April 2026 for repainting the exterior of the house Rookwood Jade 
(SW 2812) with Classical White (SW 2829) trim. The Putnam County Property Appraiser notes an 
Effective Year Built 1992.  Figure 1 and Figure 2 in this report show a survey of 311 N 4th Street, a 
location map, and Google Street View image.  
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Figure 2 Location map & photograph of 311 N 4th St (source: Putnam County ArcGIS and Google Street View) 

Figure 1 Survey of 311 N 4th Street, Palatka Fl. 
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III. Analysis 

 
Proposed Improvements. 
Front Door.  The applicants are proposing to replace the existing white, fiber glass front door as 
shown in Figure 3 with a new fiber glass front door shown in Figure 4. The applicants are 
proposing to paint the door a brown wood-stain for the aesthetic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 Photograph of the existing front door. 

Figure 4 Photograph of the proposed front door.  
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Privacy Fence. The applicants are proposing to erect a privacy fence, 6-ft in height, along the south 
(side) property line and within two feet of the rear (east) property line. Figure 5 shows the proposed 
privacy fence consisting of the dog-ear profile. Figure 6 shows the proposed location of the privacy 
fence on the property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 5 Photograph of P.T. Stockade Wood Fence.  

Figure 6 Proposed location of privacy fence (red). 
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IV. Conclusion 

 
The applicants/property owners are proposing to replace the front door on the house.  Staff believes 
that the front door currently on the house is not the original door. The applicants are also proposing 
to erect a privacy fence on the side (south) property line and just inside the rear (east) property line.  
The applicant believes the proposal keeps within the existing character of the properties within the 
North Historic District. 

 
 
Proposed Findings of Fact: 
1. The application for Certificate of Appropriateness requesting improvements to an existing 

single-family residence and property; 
2. Proper notices including public notice in the newspaper were provided in accordance with 

State Statutes; 
3. Staff conducted a review of the application and prepared a report. 

  

Figure 7 A photoshop depiction of 311 N 4TH Street with proposed new privacy fence, front door, and exterior paint. 
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