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AGENDA 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING 

November 6, 2025 at 4:00 PM  

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 a. Invocation 

 b. Pledge of Allegiance 

 c. Roll Call 

 d. Meeting Purpose Disclosure  

 e. Appeal Procedures & ExParte Communication 
The purpose of the Historic Preservation Board is to steward the architecture of properties in our 
City's historic districts by applying the guidelines of the Secretary of the Interiors Standards for 
Historic Preservation. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. October 2, 2025 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
    

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 a. HPB 25-29 - Request for Historic Designation – St. Mary’s Episcopal Church (Local Historic 
Structure) 
  

 b. Discuss Historic Preservation Color Palette's for the City of Palatka – Based on Comparable 
Municipal Palettes 

5. OTHER BUSINESS 

6. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

7. STAFF COMMENTS 

8. ADJOURN 
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Notices:  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Board may, within 15 days thereafter, apply to the 
City Commission for a review of the Board's decision.  Such application must be filed with the City 
Manager in writing.  Objections by property owners to National Register nomination(s) must be 
notarized to be included in the record. Section 54-4-74, Palatka Municipal Code. 
 
Any person wishing to appeal any decision made by the Historic Preservation Board with respect to 
any matter considered at such meeting will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose 
may need to insure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, at the applicant’s expense, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  FS 286.105. 
  
Persons with disabilities requiring accommodations in order to participate in this meeting should 
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 386-329-0100 at least 24 hours in advance to request 
accommodations. 
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Historic Preservation Board 
Minutes October 2, 2025 

 

Roll call: Chair Elizabeth van Rensburg, Christopher Hollister, Megan Beville. Breanna Pierce, 
Patti Vogt were present. Timothy Jefferson and Mary Jane Rosa were absent. 
Staff: City Attorney Jane West, City Clerk Karen Hayes, Planning Director Lorenzo Aghemo, 
Planner 1 Renee Brown and Ryan Mickels Planner 1. 
 
Invocation 
The invocation was led by Pastor Mulberry 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
The pledge of allegiance was led by Breanna Pierce. 
 
Meeting Purpose Disclosure 
The Meeting purpose disclosure was read by the chair Elizabeth van Rensburg. 
 
Appeal and Procedures & Ex Parte Communication 
Chair Elizabeth van Rensburg asked if there were any disclosures regarding appeals procedures 
or Ex Parte communication. No disclosures were made. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes of September 4, 2025, meeting was made by Breanna Pierce 
and seconded by Megan Beville. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
The floor was opened for public comment; however, none were made. 
 
New Business 
HPB 25-25, regarding property at 501 Kirby Street. Kenneth Gonzalez, the property owner, requested an 
after-the-fact Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) for a wooden handicapped ramp installed at his 
residence. Renee Brown planner 1 reported that the ramp was built by a church while Mr. Gonzalez, a 
veteran, was hospitalized. The house, built between 1892-1897, is a Victorian frame vernacular residence 
significant at the local level as part of the historic district.  
Ms. Vogt expressed concern about the structural integrity of the railings. 
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Vote: Ms. Vogt moved to approve the after-the-fact COA. Mr. Hollister seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
 
HPB 25-27, concerning a property at 417 North Third Street. The owners, Sean and Shannon Helmer, 
requested a COA for various improvements to their historic home built between 1884-1886. City Planner 
Ryan Mickles presented the application, which included replacing windows and doors, removing an 
exterior staircase and storage area, demolishing a concrete structure on the property, replacing the metal 
roof with a darker colored one, and repainting the exterior. The Helmers explained they wanted to restore 
the home while making it more energy efficient, noting they had fallen in love with the historical district. 
Removing or replacing most existing windows on the first and second floors and Removing doors and 
replacing a damaged door. 
Vote: Ms. Pierce moved to proceed with what was  presented to remove and replace the doors and 
windows. Ms. Vogt seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Removing an exterior metal staircase and storage area and removing a 774 square foot concrete structure 
on the property. 
Vote: Ms. Pierce moved to approve the removal of the back staircase, exterior staircase, the shed and the 
detached structure. Ms. Vogt seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Replacing the existing metal roof with a dark colored roof. 
Vote: Ms. Vogt moved to approve the replacement of the metal roof. Ms. Beville seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Changing the exterior paint color to either "Sea Serpent" or "Gale Forest" by Sherwin Williams. 
Vote: Mr. Hollister moved to approve the color of and the painting of the house. Ms. Pierce seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Workshop: 
Following the regular meeting, the board conducted a workshop to discuss establishing a historical color 
palette for the historic districts. City staff had provided comprehensive information from four neighboring 
cities: St. Augustine, DeLand, Palm Coast, and Gainesville. Chair Elizabeth noted that St. Augustine's 
guidelines were comprehensive but included periods not relevant to their city, while Palm Coast was too 
new to be comparable. She found Gainesville's approach most impressive, with DeLand's also being 
noteworthy. 

During the workshop, City Attorney West clarified that the board could not make decisions during a 
workshop but could discuss the material and request it be placed on a future agenda for action. She also 
addressed concerns about Senate Bill 180, which preempts local governments from adopting more 
restrictive land use regulations than what currently exists. The board discussed the implications for 
establishing color guidelines, noting that while they had historically suggested homeowners use colors 
from historical palettes, this practice was never codified. 

Board members expressed interest in focusing on the Gainesville and St. Augustine guidelines, 
particularly appreciating how St. Augustine organized colors by time periods to match the era when 
homes were built. They decided to request that the color palette discussion be placed on the next regular 
meeting agenda rather than scheduling another workshop, with the goal of moving forward quickly to 
establish enforceable standards. 

Board Member Comments: 
 
Ms. van Rensburg mentioned that she had received paperwork from Diane Taylor regarding St. Mary's 
Episcopal Church on St. John's Avenue seeking historical designation, which might be addressed at the 
next month's agenda. Staff shared information about the Water Works facility's designation as a national 
historic place and encouraged board members to visit the Division of Historic Resources in Tallahassee if 
they become involved in similar designation processes.  
 
The meeting was then adjourned by Ms. Pierce. 
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Case#: HPB 25-29

Address: 809 St. Johns Ave., Palatka, FL 32177

Parcel ID: 42-10-27-6850-0630-0040

Applicant:         Rev. Jon Davis, PhD and Mrs. Dianne Taylor

Staff Report HPB Date: November 6,2025

 
 
 
 
A. Application Summary 

 
I. General 

Project Name:   St. Mary’s Episcopal Church   

Request:                          St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, a local historic structure, request support for an 
application to designate the church for the National Register of Historic 
Places.   

 
Acres:   0.34  

Location:                            809 St. Johns Ave.  

Project Manager:           Renee’ Brown  

Owner:                  Episcopal Church in Diocese of Florida, Inc.    

Agent:                                  Mrs. Dianne C. Taylor, Ed.D  

   

II. Background  

                                                 

 
The St. Mary’s Episcopal Church is located at 809 St. Johns Ave. It was constructed in 1883-
1884 for African Americans who settled and developed the post-Civil War Palatka suburb 
setting of Newtown, west of the original settlement.  
 
It’s an excellent, locally significant example of Carpenter Gothic Architecture in Carpenter 
Gothic design. It’s one of Florida’s oldest traditionally African American wooden churches 
of any denomination, the most unique because it remains in use.  
 
More than likely it’s not to have a traditional Episcopal congregation functioning on the 
property. St. Mark’s and St. Mary’s churches in Palatka have been long partnered together 
in local mission and ministry that will continue in the days and years ahead. 
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Figure 1: 809 St. Johns Ave. St. Mary’s Church location map 

 

 

III. Analysis 

In accordance with Section 54-77 of the Palatka Code of Ordinances, the city 
commission shall designate by ordinance historic districts and sites.  The designation 
shall be considered upon recommendation from the Historic Preservation Board upon 
petition from a property owner.  

 
Although there is criteria to designate historic districts, the Code does not have a set 
criteria when reviewing an application for designating a historic site. However, the 
National Register of Historic Places does have criteria for their designation. Please see 
attachment; Criteria for Listing-Division of Historic Resources-Department of State. 
 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT

PROPERTY
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IV. Proposed Findings of Fact 

• Mrs. Dianne C. Taylor, Ed.D has submitted, on behalf of the Episcopal 
Church in Dioses of Florida, Inc., a completed application to the City for 
designation of the St. Mary’s Church in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

  
• Public notice included legal advertisement in the Palatka Daily News and notices 

mailed to property owners within 150 feet of the property where the church is 
located, per Florida Statute 166.041.  Notice letter mailed to the property owner 
and applicant. A notice sign was placed in front of the church at 809 St. Johns Ave.  

 

 

Figure 2: Notice Sign facing East. 
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Figure 3: Notice sign facing West.
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St. Mary’s Church enterior.
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St. Mary’s Church Altar.
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                Figure 6: Front of St. Mary’s Church.
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   Figure 7: Back of St. Mary’s Church.
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Para español, seleccione de la lista  Select Language   Powered by Translate 

Department of State /  Division of Historical Resources /  Preservation /  National Register /  Criteria for Listing

Criteria for Listing
CRITERIA USED IN EVALUATING NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY

The following criteria are used by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the Keeper of the National Register in
evaluating properties for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

For more in-depth information, please consult National Register Bulletin 15 , which is available on the National Park
Service National Register webpage.

Criteria for Evaluation

10/28/25, 3:01 PM Criteria for Listing - Division of Historical Resources - Florida Department of State
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Districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects may be considered to have significance in American history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, and/or culture if they possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and:

A) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; and/or

B) are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; and/or

C) embody the distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components
may lack individual distinction; and/or

D) have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of historical figures; properties owned by religious institutions or used for
religious purposes; structures that have been moved from their original locations; reconstructed historic buildings;
properties primarily commemorative in nature; and properties that have achieved significance within the past 50 years shall
not be considered eligible for the National Register. However, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of
districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

A) a religious property deriving its primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical
importance; or

B) a building or structure removed from its original location but which is significant primarily for architectural value, or
which is the surviving structure most importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

C) a birthplace or grave of an historical figure of outstanding importance if there is no appropriate site or building
directly associated with his productive life; or

10/28/25, 3:01 PM Criteria for Listing - Division of Historical Resources - Florida Department of State
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D) a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age,
distinctive design features, or association with historic events; or

E) a reconstructed building, when it is accurately executed in a suitable environment and presented in a dignified
manner as part of a restoration master plan, and no other building or structure with the same association has survived;
or a property primarily commemorative in intent, if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own
exceptional significance; or

F) a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own
exceptional significance; or

G) a property achieving significance within the past 50 years, if it is of exceptional importance.

Ron DeSantis, Governor
Cord Byrd, Secretary of State

Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in
response to a public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by
phone or in writing.

Copyright (/copyright/) © 2025 State of Florida, Florida Department of State.

Florida Department of State
Phone: 850.245.6500

R.A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

10/28/25, 3:01 PM Criteria for Listing - Division of Historical Resources - Florida Department of State

https://dos.fl.gov/historical/preservation/national-register/criteria-for-listing/ 3/4Page 15 of 81

https://dos.fl.gov/copyright/
https://dos.fl.gov/copyright/


>

10/28/25, 3:01 PM Criteria for Listing - Division of Historical Resources - Florida Department of State

https://dos.fl.gov/historical/preservation/national-register/criteria-for-listing/ 4/4Page 16 of 81



(1)

(2)

a.

b.

c.

d.

(3)

a.

b.

Sec. 54-77. - Procedure for creation of districts and sites.

The city commission shall designate by ordinance historic districts and sites, utilizing the following procedure:

Such designation shall be considered upon recommendation from the historic preservation board acting upon its own discretion

or upon petition from a property owners.

The recommendation of the board, in the form of a designation report, shall be based on an adequately documented

comprehensive survey performed according to the general standards established by the state historic preservation office and

shall adhere to the guideline criteria established for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The historic district

recommended by the board shall be one possessing particular historic, architectural or cultural significance, which:

Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;

Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master, or

that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction; or

Have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

The recommendation prepared by the historic preservation board shall be preceded by a public hearing conducted by the board

at which any property or agent or attorney may appear. Such public hearing shall provide for the following:

Notice of the public hearing shall be given at least 15 days in advance of the hearing date.

The owner of the property for which the historic designation is sought, or his agent or attorney designated by him in his

petition, shall be notified by mail. Notice of the public hearing shall be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in the

city at least one time at least 15 days prior to the public hearing. Notice shall be given by certified mail to all owners of

property within 150 feet of the boundary lines of the property for which the historic designation is requested; provided,

however, that where the applicant is the owner of land not included in the applicant's application and such land that is not

included in the application is a part of or adjoins the parcel for which the request is made, the 150-foot requirement shall be

measured from the boundaries of the applicant's ownership, including the land not covered by the applicant's application. For

10/30/25, 9:48 AM Palatka, FL Code of Ordinances
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(4)

(5)

(6)

purposes of this provision, owners of adjacent or nearby properties within the distance set out shall be deemed those whose names appear on

the latest available tax rolls of the city. Failure of a property owner to receive mail notice shall not invalidate the hearing or subsequent action

related thereto.

The board shall submit its recommendation in the form of a designation report to the city commission within 60 days from the

date of the public hearing. The recommendation shall be advisory only and shall not be binding upon the city commission.

Upon receipt of the recommendation and designation report from the board, the city commission shall hold a second public

hearing with notice to be given pursuant to the provisions of general law.

The appropriate local officials, owners of record, and applicants shall be given a minimum of 30 calendar days and not more than

75 calendar days prior notice of board meetings in which to comment on or object to the listing of a property in the National

Register.

(Ord. No. 12-31, § 1(Exh. 1), 7-12-2012)
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